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Finding the right programmeIF I were to pursue another degree, 
it would be a Master of Business 
Administration (MBA). The reason? 
It is a sought-after qualification 
recognised all over the world.

Moreover, it would add to my 
skill set which, although includes a 
lot of technical knowledge and 
management experience, would 
benefit from some formal 
education in areas such as finance, 
marketing and business law.

It might seem strange to some 
people, but I would also welcome 
the opportunity to do a business-
focused project as part of my 
dissertation.

Of course, you will almost 
certainly have different 
motivations for undertaking an 
MBA.

You might want to add different 
skills to your existing knowledge, 
give yourself more opportunities in 
the job market or increase your 
salary.

However, what should you look 
for when choosing an MBA to enrol 
in? Investopedia says: “Not all MBA 
degrees are created equal. The 
number of colleges, universities 
and business schools offering a 
master’s degree in business 
administration is increasing, 
making the space quite crowded.

“Unless a student earns a degree 
from a respectable programme, it 
might not be as valuable as 
expected, while going to a top-tier 
business school greatly increases 
the value of the degree.”

So, one consideration is the 
quality of the institution offering 
the MBA. One can easily look up 
world university rankings such as 
those published by Quacquarelli 
Symonds (QS).

However, these only give an 

overall view of universities. 
General rankings say nothing 
about the quality of a business 
school or the degrees offered. In 
fact, a high-ranking university may 
not even offer an MBA.

To overcome this shortcoming, 
QS offers rankings specifically for 
universities that provide MBAs.

Table 1 lists five research 
universities in Malaysia and five 
UK branch campuses in the order 
that they appear in the QS World 
University Rankings. It also shows 
the QS Global MBA Rankings of a 
few institutions.

Additionally, the table includes 
MBA rankings by The Economist.  
A hyphen indicates that the 
university is not listed in that 
section.

A further quality measure is 
accreditation by external bodies 
with worldwide recognition.

The three most recognised 
bodies are the EFMD Quality 
Improvement System (EQUIS), 
Association of MBAs (AMBA) and 
Association to Advance Collegiate 
Schools of Business (AACSB).

According to EQUIS, institutions 
that are accredited by it must 

demonstrate not only high general 
quality in all dimensions of their 
activities but also a high degree of 
internationalisation.

AMBA states that it is “the 
impartial authority on 
postgraduate management 
education and is committed to 
raising its profile and quality 
standards internationally for the 
benefit of business schools, 
students and alumni and 
employers”.

According to AACSB, “AACSB-
accredited business schools are 
committed to high-quality 
curriculum, faculty, research, 
innovation and engagement.”

Table 2 shows which of the 
universities are recognised by the 
three bodies.

While many institutions would 

Institution AMBAEQUIS AACSB

University of Nottingham -YY
University of Southampton -Y-
Universiti Malaya YY-
University of Newcastle YYY
University of Reading YYY
Universiti Putra Malaysia Y--
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia ---
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia ---
Heriot-Watt University ---
Universiti Sains Malaysia ---

Table 2. Note: AASCB offers two types of accreditation – business and 
accounting. The institutions listed in this table all have business 
accreditation.

like to have the triple accreditation, 
also known as the triple crown, 
only about 80 institutions around 
the world have achieved this 

standard. It is pleasing to see that 
two of the UK universities in 
Malaysia have achieved this.

Looking for a suitable MBA is a 
complex task. You will be investing 
a lot of time in your studies and it 
may require a significant financial 
investment.

Enrolling in an MBA programme 
that is offered by a high-ranking 
university and accredited by 
bodies such as EQUIS, AMBA and 
AACSB is certainly a good basis for 
your search.

Getting an MBA from a quality 
university should enable you to get 
a return on your investment as 
your career develops.
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Institution
QS World
University
Rankings

QS Global 
MBA 
Rankings

The Economist’s
MBA rankings

University of Nottingham 84 141-150 84
University of Southampton 102 - -
Universiti Malaya 114 - -
University of Newcastle 161 201 -
University of Reading 188 151-200 61
Universiti Putra Malaysia 229 - -
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia 230 - -
Universiti Teknologi Malaysia 253 - -
Universiti Sains Malaysia 264 - -
Heriot-Watt University 312 - -

Table 1.


